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By email: C.Smyth@acfonline.org.au 
 
 
Dear Chris 
 
Response to Out of the Blue 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above discussion paper. 
 
The EDO WA supports the ACF’s Marine Legislative Review finding that marine 
management in Australia takes place in the context of an inadequate, disintegrated, multi-
jurisdictional framework. 
 
We also strongly support the key conclusion reached by the ACF’s Out of the Blue 
discussion paper, namely that both stronger legislative direction and institutional reform are 
required for Australia to fulfil its international obligations relating to the ocean, and to 
effectively implement Oceans Policy. 
 
The EDO WA thus goes on to also support: 
 

1. the creation of an Australian Oceans Act and an Australian Oceans Authority, with 
the latter responsible for regional marine planning, a key component of which will be 
a comprehensive, adequate and representative system of marine national parks; 

 
2. the establishment of ecosystem-based and enforceable regional marine planning 

processes; 
 
3. the proper recognition and incorporation of Indigenous rights and responsibilities in 

the regional marine planning process; 
 

4. the signing of an Intergovernmental Agreement on Australia’s Oceans through 
COAG, through which it will be agreed that all States will pass complementary 
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Australian Oceans Authority legislation, and as part of which State title to the first 
three nautical miles will remain intact; and 

 
5. establishment of the Australian Oceans Fund to resource the above measures. 

 
I apologise that we cannot provide more detailed comment on the above proposals at this 
stage but we would be keen to be involved in subsequent consultations on this issue; an area 
which is in critical need of reform 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
CAMERON POUSTIE 
Principal Solicitor 


